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The Bay View Cemetery, 
circa 1728, is being restored 
through the funding of two 
Community Preservation Act 
contracts and volunteers.

The CPA contracts pay for 
the restoration and preser-
vation of gravestones by a 
professional restorer Rob 
Surabian of Gravesite Pres-
ervation. The contracts also 
are for in-kind work from the 
Department of Public Works 
and cemetery volunteers.

In-kind work by cemetery 

volunteers includes the clean-
ing of the restored stones on 
Wednesdays from 5:30-7 p.m. 
Volunteers, including chil-
dren 10 and older if they come 
with a parent, are welcome 
to help, according to Chris-
tine Maney of the Gloucester 
DPW Cemeteries Committee.

The cleaning of stones will 
end Nov. 1 and restart next 
spring, Maney said in an 
email.

“Currently, I am waiting to 
hear the outcome for a third 

CPA application (2024) for 
the restoration of the last sec-
tion of Bay View Cemetery,” 
Maney said.

Bay View Cemetery is the 
city’s third oldest cemetery 
and is located between 903 
and 919 Washington St.

The city of Gloucester 
is responsible for 13-city 
owned cemeteries and vol-
unteer work is critical to their 
upkeep.

Maney said she’s still look-
ing for more City-Owned 

Cemeteries Advisory Com-
mittee volunteers to help out 
on this and future projects. 
The committee’s mission 
is to preserve, rehabilitate, 
and restore the many threat-
ened historical grave sites as 
well as the public landscapes 
in Gloucester’s city-owned 
cemeteries.

More information on volun-
teering in the city’s cemeter-
ies is available by contacting 
Christine Maney at glouces-
tercemeteries@yahoo.com.

Volunteers spruce up gravestones

COURTESY PHOTO
Volunteers meet weekly on Wednesdays from 5:30-7 p.m. 
at Bay View Cemetery on Washington Street to clean 
gravestones.
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ROCKPORT — The Con-
servation Commission is con-
sidering plans by two Granite 
Street homeowners to build 
a new home away from the 
street but within the confines 
of their property.

Homeowners John and 
Lindsay Porter own the prop-
erty and house at 269 Granite 
St. (Route 127). The long-
time Rockport residents are 
known for their work at The 
Fish Shack on Dock Square 
and with the Roy Moore Lob-
ster Company.

The couple intends to build 
a new home at the site, and 
plant gardens on the prop-
erty to grow food for their 
own consumption.

“We’re going for a mar-
ket garden homestead,” 
John Porter said. “It’ll be a 
small self-sufficient farm 
homestead.”

The Porters would tear 
down the current house and 
build a new home further 
from the street.

In the end, the commission 
voted 6-0 during a recent 
meeting to issue an order of 
conditions for the project. 
New member Isabel Gleck-
ner opted to recuse herself.

Consideration of the plan 
was heard during the Aug. 
28 Conservation Commission 
hearing. An “enforcement let-
ter” sent to the Porters was 
detailed by consultant Dan 
Ottenheimer, founder of Mill 
River Consulting, during the 

meeting.
Ottenheimer said in 2022, 

the Porters were conducting 
some site work at the property 
when they received a letter 
from Rockport officials ask-
ing they stop work and file a 
notice-of-intent (DEP File # 
062-0922) with the town.

“ They have not done 
work”on the property,” he 
said.

“We have a notice-of-intent 
submitted for your consider-
ation for 269 Granite St.,” 
Ottenheimer. said. He also 
said the Department of Pub-
lic Works “has expressed no 
comments or concerns about 
the project.”

Commission member Ash-
ley Shedd asked about a small 
stream running through the 
property.

“I’m just wondering about 
the riverfront area,” Shedd 
said. “Is any of that going to 
be cleared?”

“We’re not going to touch 
the stream,” Ottenheimer said 
in response. “That’s a good 
40 or 50 feet away from our 
property line. So, we won’t be 
anywhere near that.”

The project contains sev-
eral “enhancements,” includ-
ing removing an existing 
building from the “No Build 
Zone.” The new house is to 
be located further away from 
the bordering vegetated wet-
lands on the property. In addi-
tion, all driveways and patios 
to be built will be pervious to 
rainwater and a greenhouse 
will be constructed “for win-
ter food growth.”

The house now on the prop-
erty will have to go, accord-
ing to the plan.

“It’s an older, somewhat 
modest-sized house,” Otten-
heimer said. “It’s right on 

Granite Street. Their goal is to 
move it into the property and 
away from Granite Street, and 
also convert the entire prop-
erty into what is an absolutely 
wonderful natural habitat, as 
well as a year-round agricul-
tural setting for them to grow 
their food in all seasons on 
this property.”

Ottenheimer said the plan 
includes “an incredibly well 
thought out site design,” that 
is ringed by native vegeta-
tion and includes an agricul-
tural area near the front of the 
property and an orchard near 
the back.

“They have brought in 
plants and native species 
experts to design this config-
uration,” he said. “I think it is 
phenomenal.”

“The project is to remove a 

dwelling and an outbuilding, 
build a new dwelling and out-
buildings and plant extensive 
native species,” he said. “We 
believe we’ve met the stan-
dards for this commission’s 
review.”

Ottenheimer said the proj-
ect has been approved by the 
Zoning Board of Appeals and 
has been submitted to the 
Planning Board.

The Conservation Commis-
sion meets the third Wednes-
day of every month. The 
meetings, held remotely on 
Zoom, begin at 6:30 p.m.

The meetings can be 
found at  https://w w w.
rockportma.gov/598/
Recorded-Zoom-Meetings.

Stephen Hagan can be reached 
at 978-675-2708 or at shagan@
gloucestertimes.com.

ROCKPORT

Changes slated for Granite Street house
Homeowners plan 
to grow own food 
on property

Rockport 
homeowners 
John and 
Lindsay 
Porter 
would like to 
build a new 
home at 269 
Granite St. 
(Route 127), 
further from 
the street.
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MANCHESTER-BY-
THE-SEA — While it may 
be designed as a spirited 
fair for all ages, the third 
annual Fall Fun Fest is also 
designed to support Cape 
Ann families struggling to 
put food on the table.

The event, which will take 
place Saturday, Sept. 14, will 
be held at in the rear park-
ing lot of Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church, 62 School St. 
The gathering, sponsored 
by the Knights of Colum-
bus, will take place from 
1-5 p.m.

The Fall Fun Fest will fea-
ture a bouncy house, a cov-
ered maze, face painting, 
and games of skill.

Free food, including hot 
dogs, snow cones and cot-
ton candy, will be available.

The Fall Fun Fest aims to 
foster contributions of food 
for The Open Door’s food 
pantries.

Festival goers are asked 
to donate food items, Sarah 
Grow, director of advocacy 
and Development at The 
Open Door, said.

Grow said the need for 
contributions has been 
growing.

“The summer has been 
particularly hard for fam-
ilies,” she said. “Hunger 
doesn’t take a vacation 
during the summer.”

Grow said last year The 
Open Door saw a 30% 

increase in the need for food 
assistance, and this year, the 
need jumped another 27%.

“Our neighbors still need 
help with food,” she said. 
“We’re really grateful to 
our community, like the 
Knights of Columbus, who 
are thinking about their 
local neighbors who are 
struggling to put food on 
the table.”

Additional financial con-
tributions made will be 
added to the overall rev-
enue of The Open Door, 
which depends on myriad 
fundraisers, including “The 
520 Campaign.”

For instance, the 520 
Campaign is funded by 
donors who contribute $10 
each week, which results 
in an annual contribution 
of $520, enough to finance 
one family’s needs for milk, 
eggs and protein.

More information is avail-
able https://foodpantry.
org/ways-to-give/520cam-
paign/.

Stephen Hagan may be 
contacted at 978-675-2708, 
or shagan@gloucestertimes.
com.

MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA

Fall fun Fest on Saturday
Gathering to be benefit 
The Open Door “Hunger 

doesn’t take 
a vacation 
during the 
summer.”Sarah Grow, director 

of Advocacy and 
Development at 

The Open Door
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Take a Tour of Brooksby Village

Get an inside look at the North Shore’s
premier senior living community.

• Explore our clubhouses and amenities.

• See our stylish apartment homes.

•Meet our friendly residents.

100 Brooksby Village Drive,
Peabody, MA 01960
BrooksbyVillage.com

Call 1-888-246-3171
for upcoming events.

(978) 338 5663

Beverly Bikes

@BeverlyBicycles

Beverlybikes.com
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GLOVER’S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.

Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-4

18 Whittemore Street
GLOUCESTER
978-283-3940

CARPET • HARDWOOD
CERAMIC • VINYL

REMNANTS
FREE ESTIMATES

Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 9-4

603-964-7667
GO TO: ARMORMETALROOFING.COM

“The Metal Roofing
Specialists”

A FAMILY BUSINESS
you can TRUST
since 1986

BOOK NOW
AND SAVE
$2000!
LIMITED
OFFER*
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