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football battles 
in opening loss
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rare-colored 
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By Ethan Forman
 » Staff Writer

The Energy Efficient Fish-
eries project is casting a wide 
net for shore-based seafood 
businesses throughout the 
commonwealth and right 
here in America’s oldest fish-
ing port, offering them free 
energy advising services.

It is also working on ways 
to make the fishing fleet 
more energy efficient while 

reducing its carbon footprint.
The industry-led project, 

hosted by the Gloucester Fish-
ermen’s Wives Development 
Programs, is a four-year ini-
tiative funded by a Congres-
sionally Directed Spending 
grant of $1.9 million thanks 
to U.S. Sens. Ed Markey and 
Elizabeth Warren, both Mas-
sachusetts Democrats.

“The fishermen asked us 
for help to reduce their fuel 
costs and we are excited to 

be able to offer energy advis-
ing services to Massachu-
setts seafood businesses,” 
Angela Sanfilippo, president 
of Gloucester Fishermen’s 
Wives Development Pro-
grams, said in a prepared 
statement.

“Saving fishing and sea-
food businesses money while 
reducing global warming pol-
lution are the twin goals of 
our Energy Efficient Fisher-
ies program,” she said. “The 

fishing industry is continu-
ing to do our part to conserve 
our oceans and fishing heri-
tage while enthusiastically 
participating in the energy 
revolution.”

The project aims to help 
Massachusetts seafood busi-
nesses be more energy effi-
cient, save on their utility 
bills, and reduce their impact 
on global warming which has 
affected local fisheries.

Noah Oppenheim, EFF’s 

project manager, said some 
seafood businesses are see-
ing an immediate return on 
investment. The project can 
also help businesses navi-
gate the challenging waters 
of state tax incentives with 
an eye on keeping these busi-
ness afloat.

Some initiatives aimed at 
lessening a business’s carbon 
footprint can come easily, he 
said, such as installing solar 
panels on large rooftops.

But areas such as refrigera-
tion or vessel propulsion have 
proven to be a bit more of a 
challenge.

The project received a warm 
reception during a recent 
meeting with officials of the 
Greater Cape Ann Chamber 
of Commerce, Oppenheim 
said.

“Ultimately, this is about 
supporting business,” he said.

By Stephen Hagan
 » Staff Writer

ROCKPORT — Registered town voters will 
head to Rockport High School on Monday to 
consider 11 items on the Special Town Meeting 
warrant. The meeting starts at 5:30 p.m.

On the warrant are 
a number of financing 
items — questions ask-
ing to pay last year’s bills, 
spend Community Pres-
ervation Fund money 
on several projects, and 
fund the rehabilita-
tion of the South Tower 
on Thacher Island and 
repairs at Bradley Wharf 
and Granite Pier.

Select Board member 
Laura Evans encour-
ages residents to attend 
the meeting, especially 
because of the affordable 
housing measure found in Article E.

“I think it’s critical for people to come,” Evans 
said. “Because we’re going to be voting on the 
(Community Preservation Committee) money 
for the town’s Affordable Housing Trust. ... It’s 
really critical for us as a town.”

By Gail McCarthy
 » Staff Writer

When Debra and Mark Roman 
bought a house in Rockport more 
than a decade ago, she found some-
thing most unlikely after the closing 
— a 1774 gravestone from Gloucester, 
in six pieces, left on the front porch.

“We looked at the house many 
times because it needed a lot of work 
and we never noticed it — and we 
would have noticed it because I am 
huge Halloween fanatic and anything 
macabre would have caught my eye,” 
Debra Roman recalled.

“We came back to meet the contrac-
tor after we closed and we were on 

the porch 
to look at 
the loose 
boards, and 
I said ‘What 
is that?’ It 
was a tomb-
stone and it 
looked real. 
It was bro-
ken up, but 
it was laid 
out together 
like it should 
have been.”

Roman 
was correct 
in assum-
ing it was 
authentic.

“It’s the 
last thing 
you’d expect 
to find and 
I guess we 
inherited 
her,” she 
said. But 
once I was 
set on the 
fact that it 
was real, I 
was going 
to try to 
find out 
where she 
belonged.”

So the 
gravestone 
of 10-month 
old Eliza 
Gorham 
ended up 
in a per-
fect-sized 
gift box for 
safe keeping 

while Roman continued her out-
reach over the years starting with the 
stone’s discovery in November 2013.

And just last week, that headstone, 

ROCKPORT 

Town Meeting 
to consider 
11 articles

COURTESY PHOTO
The six pieces of the pre-
Revolutionary War gravestone of 
Eliza Gorham of Gloucester.

COURTESY PHOTO
Debra and Mark Roman found a 
1774 gravestone, in six pieces, on the 
front porch of a Rockport house they 
bought more than a decade ago.

KIRK R.WILLIAMSON
Rob Surabian of Gravesite Restoration kneels next the headstone of Eliza 
Gorham which he has restored. A Rockport couple found the gravestone in a 
house they had just purchased. It dates to before the Revolutionary War.

See roCKport, Page A2

Project offers green advice to fish biz

See SeaFood, Page A2

If You Go
What: Special 
Town Meeting 
will consider an 
11-article warrant.
When: Mon-
day, Sept. 9, at 
5:30 p.m. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m.
Where: In the 
auditorium 
at Rockport 
High School, 24 
Jerden’s Lane.

A mystery solved
1774 child’s gravestone found and restored

More Information
There are many historic 

gravestones in need of 
repair, and if anyone wants 
to make a tax-deductible 
donation, they can make a 
check payable to “Glouces-
ter Historic Burial Grounds,” 
and mail to: Gloucester 
DPW; attn: Rose LoPiccolo; 
9 Dale Ave., Gloucester, MA 
01930.

The city cemetery advi-
sory committee is always 
looking for volunteers; 
anyone interested can send 
an email to: gloucestercem-
eteries@yahoo.com.

If anyone has a grave-
stone in their possession, 
Christine Maney, a mem-
ber of the city cemetery 
advisory committee, asks 
people to call the Depart-
ment of Public Works at 
978-325-5600 to notify the 
department and Maney 
will arrange to pick up 
the stone — no questions 
asked. She added that 
the cemetery advisory 
committee is a subset of 
the Department of Public 
Works. Or an email can be 
sent to Maney at: glouces-
tercemeteries@yahoo.
com, and she will make 
arrangements to retrieve 
any found gravestones no 
matter the condition of the 
stone.

The committee is always 
applying for grants at local 
and state levels to help 
fund such repairs.

By Stephen Hagan
 » Staff Writer

ESSEX — Essex Elementary School needs to 
be replaced and even as the Manchester Essex 
Regional School District School Committee con-
siders options for the project, it is grappling with 
changing enrollment figures that will drive some 
decisions on the project’s design.

Superintendent Pam Beaudoin updated com-
mittee members and the public during a Zoom 
committee meeting last week.

Previous enrollment projections for Essex Ele-
mentary School have changed over the years — 
pointing to recent home construction projects, 
Beaudoin said.

“Enrollments change,” she said. “Times have 
changed. We’re making a major investment to 
building. We’re investing millions and millions 
of dollars into this project.”

One possible solution to the recent jump in 
enrollment that Beaudoin asked board members 

MANCHESTER ESSEX REGIONAL

Enrollment may 
drive design  
of new school

See eSSeX, Page A2
See GraVeStone, Page A7
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Winter Boat
STORAGE

POPE’S LANDING
MARINE

Outdoor / Heated Indoor

Call or Text Tom:
978-314-2423
popeslandingmarine.com

Safe & Secure

Staying connected is now easier than ever...
Get your daily local news, entertainment, business,
sports, breaking news alerts and so much more...

delivered right to your inbox!

Call today! (978) 946-2000 | www.gloucestertimes.com
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Answers to  
Friday’s Puzzles

CRANKSHAFT   By Chuck Ayers and Tom Batiuk

ZITS   By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

ARLO & JANIS   By Jimmy Johnson

ROSE IS ROSE   By Pat Brady

BLONdIE   By Dean Young and Denis Lebrun

duSTIN   By Steve Kelley and Jeff Parker

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM   By Mike Peters

MuTTS   By Patrick McDonnell 

RHyMES wITH ORANGE   By Hilary Price

BALdO   By Hector D. Cantú and Carlos Castellanos

THE FAMILy CIRCuS   By Bil Keane

Print and digital subscribers can enjoy many additional comics, puzzles and games online by going 
to our web site (see top of page) and clicking on the home page content index  (top left corner, 3 
horizontal lines), then scrolling down and clicking on the Comics, Puzzles & Games listing. 

OFF THE MARK   By Mark Parisi

SALLy FORTH   By Greg Howard

THATABABy   By Paul Trap

GARFIELd   By Jim Davis

B.C.   By Johnny Hart
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dated Aug. 29, 1774, was 
reset in First Parish Burial 
Ground off Centennial Ave-
nue in Gloucester, the city’s 
oldest public cemetery, 
which dates to 1644.

Christine Maney, a 
member of the city’s cem-
etery advisory committee, 
expressed the committee’s 
gratitude to restorer Rob 
Surabian of Gravesite 
Preservation.

Perseverance 
and research 

The Roman family was 
living in New Jersey at the 
time of the home purchase 
and Debra’s initial attempts 
to find out where the 
gravestone belonged were 
unfruitful.

“It was never going to end 
up at the dump,” she said. “I 
was raised to respect things 
and I could see it was real. 
It was years of looking up 
leads and failing and look-
ing again.”

In 2022, the family moved 
to Rockport permanently.

Debra Roman first 
assumed the gravestone 
came from a Rockport 
cemetery.

The woman who previ-
ously owned the house was 
a celebrated artist, Marilyn 
Conover, whose work even 
made the cover of Time 
magazine, but in her later 
years she had been moved 
to a nursing home.

“I wondered if maybe 
someone gave it to her who 
thought she could repair it 
or incorporate into an art-
work but probably unlikely. 
I would love to know how it 
got here and that remains a 
mystery,” Roman said.

As databases for cem-
eteries and gravestones 
have grown over the years, 
Roman eventually got lucky 
with a hit on a computer 
search when she put in the 
words verbatim that were 
on the headstone. That’s 
when she learned that it 
belonged in Gloucester.

After a series of calls, and 
some happenstance, she 
ultimately was connected 
with Maney, who was 
unaware of this missing 
stone.

“But I was not surprised, 
because there are many 
missing headstones in the 
14 city-owned cemeteries. 
But I was thrilled to hear 
that she had a stone that 
she wanted to return,” said 
Maney, who retrieved the 
pieces and stored them at 
the Department of Public 
Works.

When the Romans 
learned that it would take 
some time to find the money 
to repair the stone, they 
offered to pay for it to speed 
up the process.

The couple’s Mount Pleas-
ant Street house, built in 
1798, had other historic sur-
prises in store for them.

When they ripped out a 
kitchen wall, they found 
a note that said, “you be 

cursed just like JFK was 
cursed.” They found shoes 
in another wall, a common 
custom of centuries ago.

And during the years of 
the search for its proper 
resting place, the gravestone 
became a subject of some 
humor when one of Debra 
Roman’s close friends came 
to Rockport for a visit.

“My friend, who is easily 
spooked, was staying in my 
guest room — where at the 
time the headstone pieces 
were laid out under the bed, 
and when my friend went to 
unpack and put her shoes 
and luggage under the bed, 
she says, ‘What the heck 
is this tombstone doing 
under here?’ and I had for-
got about that so I moved it 
under my bed. She says ‘I 
know you like Halloween, 
but this is a little much 
— only you would have a 
gravestone on your porch,” 
Roman said.

On Eliza Gorham
Maney shared these 

details she learned about 
the Gorham family.

Solomon Gorham was 
the father of Eliza Gorham. 
Solomon was born in Boston 
in 1748, the 13th child of 15. 
His parents were Col. John 
Gorham and Elizabeth Allyn 
of Barnstable. Col. Gorham 
died in London of smallpox 
in 1752. Mrs. Elizabeth Allyn 
Gorham of Boston married 
Col. John Stevens of Glouces-
ter in 1754 and moved her 
family to Gloucester.

Solomon was married to 
Sarah Giddings in 1772 by 
the Rev. Samuel Chandler 
of First Parish. During the 
American Revolutionary 
War, Solomon served under 
Capt. Daniel Warner’s 
Company, which was sta-
tioned in Gloucester for the 
defense of the seacoast. Sol-
omon served from 1775-1776 
and was promoted to first 
lieutenant.

Solomon and Sarah Gor-
ham had four children, 
Eliza (1773-1774), John 
(1777-1778), Christopher (b. 
1779), and Judith Gorham 
Lancaster (1784-1864).

Solomon Gorham died 
at age 47 in Gloucester in 
1795. Currently, informa-
tion on Sarah Giddings is 
unknown.

Eliza’s headstone was 
brownstone (a type of sand-
stone) whereas her broth-
er’s and father’s headstones 
are slate.

Gail McCarthy may be 
contacted at 978-675-2706, 
or gmccarthy@northofbos-
ton.com.

Col. John E. Mawn Jr., superinten-
dent of the Massachusetts State Police, 
has said a “sobriety checkpoint” will 
be implemented by the State Police 
on a public way in Essex County this 
weekend.

The purpose is to further educate the 
motoring public and strengthen the 

public’s awareness to the need of detect-
ing and removing those motorists who 
operate under the influence of alcohol 
and, or drugs from the roadways.

It will be operated during varied 
hours Friday, Sept. 13, into Saturday, 
Sept. 14. The selection of vehicles will 
not be arbitrary, safety will be assured, 

and any inconveniences to motorists 
will be minimized with advance notice 
to reduce fear and anxiety.

The checkpoint is made possible 
through a grant provided by the Office 
of Grants and Research of the state 
Executive Office of Public Safety and 
Security.

State police plan sobriety checkpoint

By Times Staff
NEWBURYPORT — Out-

door Sculpture has returned 
to Maudslay State Park. The 
exhibition runs through Sept. 
29.

An artist reception and 
self-guided tour takes place 
Sunday, Sept. 15, at 2 p.m. at 
Maudslay State Park. Stop 
by Riverwalk Brewing Com-
pany on Saturday, Sept. 14, at 
6 p.m. for a “Thread” photo 
exhibit and meet the artists 
celebration.

Among the artists are 
Nancy Dudley, and Lynne and 
Jay Havighurst, all of Essex-
;dCharles Edward Brewer, 
Kerry Mullen and Sinikka 
Nogelo, all of Gloucester; 
Nina Kruschwitz of Ipswich; 
and Cape Ann native James 
Seavey. Caroline Bagenal, 
the Geotemann Artist in 
Residence at Ocean Alliance 
in Gloucester through Oct. 2, 
also has piece in the show.

For 25 years, Outdoor 
Sculpture at Maudslay has 
provided a three-week non-ju-
ried exhibition featuring 

local artists and community 
members interested in shar-
ing their understanding of 
the world through site-spe-
cific sculptures in Maudslay 
State Park. The annual show, 

which has produced over 
950 works of art, is open to 
all artists with a connection 
to the North Shore and Mer-
rimack Valley and is orga-
nized by participating artists 

who volunteer their time and 
materials. Reflecting upon 
the desire to explore mate-
rial boundaries, concepts, 
and themselves, this year’s 
group of 49-plus artists chose 

“Thread” as the theme for the 
25th anniversary show.

Participants include a poet 
laureate, a retired art teacher, 
a former puppeteer, a former 
African wildlife conservation 
worker, at least two graphic 
designers, a store owner, an 
author/illustrator, homes-
chool students, a bass player, 
a Reiki healer, a former town 
selectman, two web designers, 
a yoga instructor, a machine 
builder, a structural engineer, 
a ceramics engineer, an archi-
tect, a multimedia composer/
musician, and more.

For the first time, there will 
also be artworks across the 
street at the park’s music pas-
ture, near where summer con-
certs are held. These include 
a 10-foot-wide flower, a lab-
yrinth, an 8-foot-by-8-foot 
fan, a bridge of sticks and 
rope, and more. Altogether, 
there will be 49 installations 
for viewers to ponder.

Winner of a 2005 Gold Star 
Award from the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, Out-
door Sculpture at Maudslay 

has been recognized as a 
model community art project 
celebrating quality, accessi-
bility, diversity, and collabo-
ration. Outdoor Sculpture at 
Maudslay is supported in part 
by grants from the Amesbury, 
Georgetown, Groveland, 
Merrimac, Newbury, New-
buryport, Rowley, Salisbury, 
and West Newbury Cultural 
Councils, local agencies that 
are supported by the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council, a 
state agency.

Free printed catalogs will be 
available in artistic mailboxes 
at the two main entrances to 
the park. Trailhead signs 
will provide instructions for 
downloading a simple virtual 
catalog, including the map, 
photos of each piece, artist’s 
statements, and their bios.

Maudslay State Park is 
located at 74 Curzon Mill 
Road, Newburyport.

Mo r e  i n f o r m at i o n  i s 
available by visiting www.
maudslaysculpture.org, 
or  w w w.f acebook.com/
SculptureAtMaudslay/

EGLIS ZARIN/Courtesy photo
A sculpture by Joe Fix as seen during last year’s Outdoor Sculpture show in Maudslay 
State Park in Newburyport. This year’s show, which features Cape Ann artists, runs 
through Sept. 29.

Cape Ann artists featured in Outdoor Sculpture at Maudslay

FROM PAGE ONE

attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. The 
Longevity Bench Project 
Inc.’s goal is to place benches 
every half mile along popu-
lar walking loops, making 
the town more walkable for 
all. culminating in a finale on 
Saturday, Oct. 19, at 10 a.m. 
in Masconomo Park. The 
Smith’s Point Loop will be fea-
tured in Wednesday’s 2-mile 
walk, which is open to all. 
Walk leaders will be wearing 
bright green T-shirts at the 
gazebo in Masconomo Park. 
For more information, visit 
www.LongevityBenchProj-
ect.org.

Shipyard skills
E SSEX — Engage in 

in-depth, hands-on work-
shops led by experienced 
museum staff at the Essex 
Historical Society and Ship-
building Museum. Partic-
ipants can expand skills 
through workshops that pro-
vide an immersive experience 
in practical, tangible skills 
under the guidance of deeply 
knowledgeable. profession-
als, with tools and materials 
that are not typically avail-
able. The first 2-part work-
shop is Spar Making on Sept. 
7 and 14, 9 a.m. to noon Cost 

is $85 per person/day (10%off 
for members), 66 Main St, 
Essex For information/reg-
istration, visit: https://www.
essexshipbuilding.org/
tickets/shipyard-workshops

At CAM Green
Beginning Oct. 11 and con-

tinuing through spring 2026, 
Cape Ann Museum’s CAM 
Green campus, will host a 
robust series of exhibitions 
and programs. This shift to 
year-round access, programs 
and exhibitions at CAM 
Green will include expanded 
weekly hours, free admis-
sion, and timed ticketing to 
welcome more visitors to the 
space while the museum’s 
downtown campus on Pleas-
ant Street closes for extensive 
renovations. Located off Pop-
lar Street in Gloucester, the 
Green campus has free park-
ing and gallery access. Timed 
entry tickets are required by 
registering at the museum 
website. CAM Green hours 
will be expanded to Wednes-
day through Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. New signature com-
munity events will be held 
within the James Center at 
CAM Green, with details soon 
to be announced. Visit https://
www.capeannmuseum.org/.

Guitar workshops
Gloucester’s Manship Art-

ists Residency welcomes 

Cape Ann Guitar Society’s 
all female Five Cent Fireballs 
teaching different guitar 
workshops/events begin-
ning Monday, Sept. 9, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. teaching bluegrass. 
Bring your strings! Wednes-
day, Sept. 11, 7 to 8:30 p.m, blue-
grass vocal workshop. Bring 
your sing! for warmups, tech-
niques, harmony and joy! 
Friday, Sept. 13, 7 to 8:30 p.m, 
Five Cent Fireballs in con-
cert with Malia Furtado (fid-
dle, mandolin, vocals), Clara 
George (guitar, keyboards, 
Scruggs-style banjo, vocals), 
and Emma McDowell (guitar, 
fiddle, mandolin, clawham-
mer banjo, vocals) in a per-
fect union of alternative and 
bluegrass worlds. Tickets and 
info: http://manshipartists.
org

Blood drives
The American Red Cross 

urges blood and platelet 
donors, especially those with 
type O blood and donors giv-
ing platelets, to make and 
keep donation appointments 
now to help hospitals restock 
blood products for patients. 
As a thank-you, those who 
come give blood, platelets or 
plasma in August will get a 
$20 Amazon.com gift card by 
email. For details, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/Help.

Monday, Sept. 9: 2-7 p.m., 
M a g n o l i a  L i b r a r y  & 

Community Center, 1 Lex-
ington Ave., Gloucester.

Thursday, Sept.19: 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m., Ipswich Community 
Center, 25 Green St., Ipswich.

Monday, Sept. 23: 1-6 p.m., 
Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church, 142 Prospect St., 
Gloucester.

Wednesday, Sept. 25: 2-7 p.m., 
Magnolia Library & Commu-
nity Center, 1 Lexington Ave., 
Gloucester.

Appointments also are 
available at other locations 
and at the Danvers Blood 
Donation Center, 99 Rose-
wood Drive in Danvers, and 
by calling 800-733-2767, vis-
iting redcrossblood.org or 
using the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App.

SeniorCare 
fundraiser

Tickets and sponsorships 
are available for SeniorCare’s 
52nd Anniversary Celebra-
tion Fundraiser on Thursday, 
Sept. 19, at the Shalin Liu Per-
formance Center in Rockport. 
Appetizers, cocktails, a silent 
auction, and a salute to com-
munity leaders Gloucester’s 
Sunny Robinson and Bever-
ly’s Paul J. Lanzikos. Senior-
Care has spent 52 years in 
Beverly, Essex, Gloucester, 
Hamilton, Ipswich, Man-
chester-By-The-Sea, Rock-
port, Topsfield, and Wenham 

helping people stay in their 
home as they age. For details 
visit, www.seniorcareinc.org 
or 978-281-1750.

Tai Chi
R O C K P O R T  —  A my 

Seabrook leads an Introduc-
tion to Tai Chi exercise each 
Tuesday, from 11 to 12:15 p.m., 
at Rockport First Congrega-
tional Church, 12 School St. 
This class focuses on sim-
ple, circling movements and 
the principles behind them. 
Participants will concen-
trate on weight transfer for 
balance and stability. Sug-
gested donation of $7 pays 
for use of the hall and sup-
ports the church. Email Amy 
at seabrookarts@gmail.com 
for more information.

Calling all artists
MANCHESTER-BY-THE-

SEA — Manchester Pub-
lic Library’s second annual 
“Falling for Art Exhibit and 
Sale” is set to run Oct. 18-20. 
Artists are invited to sub-
mit 3-5 digital jpeg images 
by Sept. 30. Submissions 
should be emailed to fall-
ingforartmbts@gmail.com 
and labelled “last name, first 
name, title of piece, price.” 
Fifty percent of the proceeds 
benefit The Friends of the 
Manchester Public Library. 
Manchester Public Library 
is located at 15 Union St., 

Manchester. Visit https://
www.manchesterpl.org/.

100 Who Care
100 Who Care Cape Ann, 

a nonprofit organization, will 
hold its next meeting Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, at the Annisquam 
Yatch Club, 17 River Road, 
Gloucester. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m., the meeting starts 
at 6 p.m. The philanthropic 
women in 100 Who Care 
Cape Ann commit to attend-
ing quarterly events and 
pledging $100 during the one-
hour meeting, in effect raising 
$10,000 each time to support 
a Cape Ann charity. They then 
hear presentations from three 
nonprofits and choose one to 
receive a grant. Nominees will 
be announced soon. Since its 
founding in 2019, the group 
has raised more $225,049.39 
to support local charitable 
organizations. More informa-
tion may be found at 100who-
carecapeann.org.

Chorus meets
DANVERS — The North-

shoremen Barbershop Cho-
rus welcomes men of all ages 
who love to sing to join them. 
The chorus rehearses every 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 46 
Cherry St., Danvers. Come 
to the next rehearsal, or 
for more information call 
866-727-4988.
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COURTESY PHOTO
Rob Surabian restored the 
brownstone gravestone 
of Eliza Gorham, who died 
1774.
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